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AT a Mating of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town 
; % Bogrton, duly qualified and legally warned, in publick Town- 
b 9 erting aſſembled, at Fancuil-Hall, on Monday the 4th Day 
; of July, A. D. 1791. | 


YOTED, 


4 


T war the Sele&men be, and hereby are, appoint- 
| & - ed a Committee to wait upon THOMAS CRAFTS, jun, Eſq. - 
. and, in the Name of the Town, to thank him for the ſpirited 
: 4: a and elegant ORATION this Day pronounced by him, at the 
Requeſt of the Town, upon the Anniverſary of the Invs- 
PENDENCE OF THz UniTzD STATzs or AMERICA; 
P in which, according to the Inſtitution of the Town, he conſi - 
© dered the Feelings, Manners and Principles, which led to 
that great National Event—and to requeſt of him a Copy 
thereof for the Paz:ss. . | 


Atteſt, 


N 4 
1 


WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk. 
- , a . . 
 - "EOnmriaKEN, Me. 9 | | 
| | THE candour of my Fellow-Citizens, already fo | 
2 experienced, emboldens me to conſent to give far the Preſs a copy of 
the Oration delivered on the, 4th Fnſtant, at their requeſt. 
% Under @ conviftion that the ſame liberal allowance will 
be extended at the peruſal, .. 
N IIe the honor to be, 
.— " , with ſentiments of eſteem, 
W GenTLEMEN, . 
© + Your obethient humble Servant, 
THOMAS CRAFTS, jun- 
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Been, Fuly 5, 1791+ 
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Tur animated appearance of this numer- 
ous audience, the joy viſible in every countenance, 
the univerſal diſplay of ſatisfaction, pervading chis 
Metropolis, ſpeak the occaſion for which we are * 
ſembled. | 


Ix peruſing the ample pige of Hiſtory, the 
eye is often led to ſurveꝝ the Revolutions of mighty 
States and Empires. The cauſes which have produ- 
ced theſe great Phenomena are fraught with leſſons 
inſtructive to mankind. Among others none is more 
conſpicuous, than that Oppreſſion has uniformly ge- 
nerated a ſpirit of Freedom, Had this important 
maxim been remembered, Monarchs would not fo oſ- 
ten have tottered on their throney, por ſo large a por- 
tion of mankind at this day have taſted the bleſſings 
of Liberty. It is unneceſſary to enter into the na- 


W 
** 
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ture and end of civil government, to evince that 
men, though willing to ſurrender ſome of their natu- 
ral privileges, to enjoy the benefits of ſociety, ſtill 
reſerved to themſelves, certain rights, in their na- 
ture ſacred and unalienable. And thouga venal wri- 


ters (nurtured in the idea that Kings are born to 
rule, and Men to obey) have treated the doctrine as 

the dream of viſionary Democracy, the experience of 
modern times teaches, that when theſe rights are in- 
fringed, brave men will never fail to reſiſt, 


Tut Declaration of American Independence 
is one of thoſe great Eras in the hiſtory of mankind, 
pregnant with ſuch important conſequences as well 

to poſterity as ourſelves, that an inquiry into the 
cauſes which gave it birth, is naturally ſuggeſted. 
In doing this it may be uſeful to mark with preciſion 
the firſt dawnings of that ſpirit of oppreſſion, which 
| gradually ripening into acts of Tyranny, terminated 
in the diſmemherment of a vaſt Empire. From the 
original emigration of our anceſtors from Great-Bri- 
tain, the policy of that country towards them for a 
long ſeries of years, was founded ſolely on the princi- 
ple of commercial advantage. The right of regulat- 
ing trade ſo as beſt to ſubſerve the * mutual intereſt 


« # Till the 2 8 regulations ſeem to have ener . 
but the common good of the whole ** ” Rawusay's Hiſt, Revolution p. 43. 
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of both countries, was all they pretended to claim. 
This right however illegal was tacitly ſubmitted to, 
as long as the good reſulting from its exerciſe out- 
weighed the evil. Until the arrival of the fatal peri- 
od which induced à deviation from this policy, the 
commercial benefits ſhe reaped from the Colonies, 
were immenſe; and we can ſcarcely believe that in the 
year f 1772, her export trade to America was nearly 
equal to what ſhe carried on at the beginning of _ 

century with the whole world! | 


Ar this time Great-Britain had reached the 
zenith of national glory, her fleets rode triumphant 
in every quarter of the globe, and the terror of her 
arms kept the European world in awe. 


Hay ſhecontinued to keep in view, the means 
by which ſhe had riſen to that glory, ſhe would not 
now deplore the loſs of ſo valuable a portion of her 
Empire,. nor ſhould we, My Friends, ſo ſoon have 
had reaſon to rejoice, on an occaſion ſo glorious as the 
preſent. But in the conduct of nations as well as in- 
dividuals, we always diſcover the traits of human im- 
perfection. As early as the year 1 1764, when Great- 

Britain 


+ See Buzxx's Speech in Pte en apts his refolutions for concilia- 
hos Ln) the colonies; March 224, 1775, where the calculation is accu* 
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Britain had ſcarcely emerged from a long and expen- 
five War, in which an enormous debt had accumula- 
ted, a weak, ſhort-fighted Miniſtry, deluded by the 
ſuggeſtions of deſigning men in this country, con- 
ceived the fatal project of drawing from America, 5 
revenue by direct internal taxation. N 


ForGETTING in one moment the wiſe policy, 
under the influence of which they, had ſeen the Colo- 
nies increaſe, with a rapidity | unparalleled in the 


growth of any former country, * unmindful of the 


immenſe advantages of an excluſive trade ; the nagion 
liftened to the wretched expedient, 


Tus ridiculous and Falſe f pretence that as we 
were planted by their care and nouriſhed by their in- 
dulgence, we ought to ſhare in the publick burden, was 
ſwallowed with avidity. For the paltry advantage 
of being caſed in a ſmall degree of the weight of their 
debt, they conſented to the violation of one of the 
firſt principles of their Conſtitution, © That no tax 
ſhould be levied 0 on the ſubject but 245 his confent or 

that 


* In Buzxz 's Speech, mentioned in a former note, ſpeaking n 
tance of the colonies to GAAAT-BZITAIN, he ſays, * NOTHING 1N THE 
HISTORY OF MANKIND 18 LIKE THEIR PROGRESS, * 


— Debutap—a of Col. Banaz's in 
Cuantns TownsznD, in favor of the 3 reply won of 
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that of his Repreſentative in Parliament.“ Vari- 
ous and diſgraceful were the expedients employed 
by the Miniſtry, to obtain the conſent of the nation 
in the purſuit of this their favourite objet. —_ 


To an audience ſo well informed, it would be 
needleſs to enumerate the various oppreſſive acts of 
Parliament, framed in purſuance of the original plan, 
all grounded on the falſe idea of a right to bind us in 
all caſes. In contempt of Petitions, dictated by the 
pureſt loyalty, in oppoſition to the ſentiments of the 
wiſeſt and beſt * men in the nation ; an obſtinate Mi- 
niſtry purſued the þhantom, with undeviating vigour. 
An uniform ſyſtem of arbitrary meaſures was invari- 
ably purſued on one fide, and firmly reſiſted on the 
other. wi. | 


Tux inſulted colonies were compelled, no lon- 
ger to regard Great-Britain as the kind parent who 
had boaſted that ſhe had reared and protected them; 

but ſaw her arm extended, to wreſt from them thoſe 

rights, which as Engliſhmen they had been taught 

to hold facred. 5 


Various 


Among others, Lord Camvznx in the Houſe of Peers, and Wit tram 
Pi v r, inthe Houſe of Commons. The latter in one of his Speeches uſes this lan- 
—4 « You have no right to tax America. I rejoice that America has re- 

z three millions of our fellow ſubjects ſo loſt to every ſenſe of virtue as tame · 
Id give up their liberties, would be fit inſtruments to make ſlaves of the reſt. 


=: | RIP TS Foy 
Var1ovs were the cauſes, which combined to 
produce an early reſiſtance. to theſe meaſures. | A 


Our anceſtors happily for us their poſterity, 
left Great-Britain at a period of her hiſtory, when the 


laviſh doctrines of non-reſiſtance and paſſive obedi- 


ence were growing out of faſhion ; and brought wich 
them thoſe principles of Liberty, and that ſpirit of 


Freedom which afterwards enabled their-deſcendants 


to check the firſt inroads of arbitrary power. This 
ſpirit thus early imbibed, was effectually arouſed at 
the Stamp Act, and though atche repeal of that 
odious mcaſure, it ſeemed for a moment to ſubſide, 1 it 


burſt out afreſh- vhengeer new occaſions called for 


its excrtions, 
AccusTOMED, Got FO earlieſt . 


to Forms of. Government little ſhort of Ingepen- 


dent, ſubject only ta checks, which being rarely e 
erted, were ſcarcely felt, they were more readi y 
alarmed at the ſlighteſt attempts on their liberties. 


Hlaving felt the effects of civil and religious pe 


cution, they early ſaw the neceſſity of inſtilling 
principles of refiſtance into their offspring, and 


their excellent inſtitutions for the education of 


youth, may be ranked among the moſt powerqul 
cauſes that led to the Revolution. . 


43 
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| Bor 1 paſs to the more immediate n 
N brought on the great Event we Ulla day” 
celebrate. 115 


Tun ich. Ae Ware on the. e 
phins of . Lexingion, taught Americans what they 
might expect, from a nation intoxicated with pow- 
er, and determined to enſlave them. Hoſts of ſo- 
reign mercenarics, the diſgraceful tools of Tyrants, ? 
were, emalgred to cnforce their arbitrary edids, 
and tha Day,;xgpidly advanced, in which we were 
compelled to withdraw our allegiance from that 
power, which had long before n its pro- 
tection. 


Lr poſterity be ee chat on Wb day 
Merger was invaded by one of the moſt | 
powerful nations on earth, without foreign aid, or 
internal reſource, a band of Patriots, the Repreſenta- 
tives of an injured people, ſanctioned the great Pe- 

+ tree which gave exiſtence to an Empire. This im- 
portant. Declaration was not dictated by ambitious 
leaders. graſping, at ſupreme power; by men who 
meant to raiſe themſelves on the ruins of that allegi- 
ange they had abjured; but by the unanirngqus voice 
ol three millions of Freemen prefering death to ſer- 
. 105 B vitude. 
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1 
vitude. As oſten as this great Event is brought to 
our view the Hinguiſbed Patriot who has ſo long and 
honorably preſided in this Commonwealth, will call 
for our warmeſt acknowledgments. The con- 
ſpicuous part he took at this all-important criſis has 


juſtly ſecured him the wreath of immortality. 


To detail the occurrences of the long and 
bloody war, which terminated ſo gloriouſly for our 
country, would. be to open wounds already cloſed, 
but juſtice to the long train of HEROES who 
fought in defence of the deateſt rights of men de- 


mands the tribute of our grateful remembrance.' 
May their illuſtrious a:chievements in the cauſe of 


virtue endear them to poſterity. 


Nok can we in calling to mind this eventful 
period withhold the tribute of applauſe from the 
Tiluftrious Man, under whoſe command our Patriot 
Army, were ſo often led to victory and ſucceſs. The 
mingled ſenſations of gratitude and admiration which 
croud on the mind, at che recollection of his impor- 
tant ſervices, render it impoſſible to do juſtice to his 
exalted character. While gratitude retains her ſeat 
in the human breaſt ; poſterity ſhall enrol the name 
of WASHINGTON among the Eren Benefactors 


of Mankind ! 
-Fro M 


1 


our preſent form of National Government, the affairs 


11 


From the 7 m of Peace until the adoption of 


of America wore a gloomy aſpect. The disjointed 
fabrick of our union was tending faſt to diffolution. 
Thg Articles of Confederation, framed while we were 
young in the ſcience of politicks, were.ineffectual to 
ſecure us in the poſſeſſion of thoſe bleſſings, we had ſo 
nobly obtained. Diſunion threatened us on all 
ſides, and the friends of Liberty in both hemiſpheres 
anxiouſly dreaded the approaching cataſtrophe. But 
lights and ſhades are found blended in the great Por- 
trait of human affairs. The glory of America though 
dimmed, was not extinguiſhed. Lulled to reſt in the 
arms of a ſlothful peace, ſhe readily awoke at the call 
of danger. The native good ſenſe of her ſons was 
again arouſed and brought into action. A Council . 
was called, compoſed of Heroes, who had ſhed their 
blood in defence of Freedom, and. Sages, who by 
their counſels had aided the ſame cauſe. ( 


＋ HE reſult of their deliberations is well known. 


At this crifis America exhibited an example digni- 


fying to human nature. Thirteen Independent Sov- 
ereigntics, differing in climate, manners and habits, 
aſſembling for the purpoſe of reconciling their claſh- 


ing 


12 
ing intereſt, mutually ſacrificing private prejudice-on- 
the altar of public good, agreeing on a form of Gov- 
ernment that ſhould bind wg, whole, is an, inſtance 
without a parallel! | 


WITAOUr adducing posticuht example the 
hiſtory of all ages informs us, that Revolutions m 
Government have been e Wen with con- 
. in the State. | | 


- BroopsneD, and the violation of the rights of 
property, have been too often the fatal preludes to 
the eſtabliſhment of peace and good order. 
Tur magnanimity which gave-exiſtence to 
the National Government, has not been leſs conſpi- 
cuous, in its unanimous adoption, and the ready obe- 
dience which has attended it in every ſtage of its 
progreſs. And this we owe tothe enlightened ute 
of our country. _ | 


Tavcur a uſeful leſſon from paſt experience, 
they readily acquieſce in the adminiſtration of a Gov- 
ernment, which ſedulouſly guarding againſt the abuſe 
af power on one hand, veſts the ſupreme head with 
that authority only, which is eſſential to the preſerva- 
on of. publick happineſs. - It is not my buſineſs. 
here, to paſs an encomium on the Fed?) af Conflirution.. 
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1 The pleaſing ſpe of our anne is ies beſt 
4 eue 1 2.4 4 


" In a period ſhort of three years, we have yg | 
- our country raiſed from contempt, to the important 
rank ſhe now holds among the nations of the earth. 
Our national faith is redeemed and eſtabliſhed, on 2 


| permanent foundation. The value of every ſpecies of | 
| : property has appreciated. The huſbandman, no lon- 
| ger groaning beneath the weight of taxes, enjoys in 
peace the abundant fruit of his labours. Commerce 


alſo begins to. rear her drooping head; new ſources 
of wealth, are daily opening to her. view ;.her har- 
bours are thronged with Ships, pouring into her lap; 
the rich {exuberance of every clime. | ManufaZures. 
thrive, our publick Seminaries of Learning flouriſh ; . 


pn the voice of gladneſs is heard . the 


6 TT 
| Tarsz, My Friends, are ſame of the happy ef- 
a fects which have already flowed from the Aulbicious 

Epoch we now celebrate. Nor are the happy effects 
of the American Revolution confined to us alone. 


Influenced by our glorious example, Nations who 


have for ages languiſhed under the galling yoke off 4. 
N begin to aſſert their native rights. The - IH 


14 | - 

heart of every American muſt exult that the Gallant 
Nation who ſo generouſly aided us in our ftruggle for 
Freedora begin to reap its happy fruits. Let us con- 
gratulate the Hiuſtriaus Leaders of the French Revolu- 
lion, on the ſucceſs which has hitherto attended their 
virtuous efforts, in the cauſe of mankind ! No longer, 
in that happy country, ſhall the liberty of the ſubject, 
depend on the will of a vindictive Miniſter, or the 
caprice of an offended Favourite. No more ſhall the 
treaſures of the nation be exhauſted in decking the 
ſumptuous palaces of lordly Prelates, but hence- 
forth employed, in promoting thoſe uſeful Arts and 
Sciences, which adorn and dignify a nation. 


Non ſhall the progreſs of Lileriy ftop here— 
Let us indulge the pleaſing hope, that the period 1s 
faſt approaching, when the remoteſt corners of the 
earth ſhall catch the flame. That Countries, where 
now the wretched vaſſal bows his neck to ſome 
imperious Lord, ſhall hear the glorious ſound, and 
- burſt thoſe chains aſunder which have ſo long held 
them in ignominious bondage. —When man ſhall no. 

enger be the ſlave of man- but the principle © 7 hat 
= men 


— 
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men are born free and equal,” ſhall be recognized ts | 
throughout the world ! "EP : 


Ir we look around us what a reaſon have n 
we to rejoice, While carnage and devaſtation mark *. 
the footſteps of armies, in ſome parts of the earth, 
and * thouſands are maſſacred in cool blood to ſatiate 
the revenge of a cruel conqueror; we enjoy tran- 
quillity under one of the beſt forms of goverament 
human wiſdom has deviſed. Locally remote from 


the cauſes of quarrel which drench the European 


world in blood, what have we to do, but cultivate in 
peace thoſe virtues which make a nation great as well 
as happy? The coopess or LIBERTY has conde- 
ſcended to reſide among us Let us cheriſh the love- 
ly gueſt ; for where will ſhe find an aſylum if driven 
from theſe happy ſhores? To look before us—a | 
field preſents itſelf, over which the excurſive wing of *1 
Fancy might ſoar, unwearied. In a few years our - | 
extenſive lakes ſhall be crouded with Ships, charged 
with the rich produce of yet unfurrowed ſoils. Qn th Che ag 
banks of rivers where human footſtep yet has never. x 5 — 


trod, cities ſhall rear their gilded ſpiresf The track, 15 


Tr 
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* At the late capture of Jlounatt, 30000 Turks are ſaid to have been 4 $7 5. 2 N 
aſter they ſurrendered. | gh "25 tp rl 
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